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Loving God,

We turn to you with gratitude for what we have,

and ask your blessing for what we need

to support our growing parish home.

Bless us with a sense of unity,

a spirit of cooperation, and generous hearts

as we accept the responsibilities and challenges 

to build faith and facilities.

We know there is much to do.

Our goals are rooted in the love and mercy of your son Jesus.

May these gifts blossom in our hearts each day.

 Guide us with your wisdom, strengthen us with patience,

and bless us with perseverance.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Prayer of our Building Faith 2016 Campaign

Saints John & Paul Parish



SS. John & Paul PariSh  
MiSSion StateMent
Called together by our common baptism,  
Ss. John and paul parish strives to live the good news of Jesus  
by celebrating eucharist and all the sacraments.  
Committed to life long learning, we share Christ with others  
by living our faith and reaching out in love.

One Campaign – TwO appeals

he following pages detail our Capital appeal — to fund the facilities expansion 
needed for our growing parish and its service to the greater community — and also 
the tithing appeal — to support the work and ministries of Ss. John and Paul Parish. 

For the past five years, SSJP’s leadership has addressed the resources and the future 
requirements of the parish. Working closely with the Diocese of Des Moines, the planning 
has examined the faith formation needs, the parish operations needs, and the parish 
social needs into the next 20-25 years. A long-range plan was presented to the parish 
and members expressed support for it in a campaign feasibility study held in Fall 2015.
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New youth room

New social room curreNt 
eNtraNce  

(west)

The BaCkground
In 1959, the Diocese purchased a 10-
acre field on the edge of Altoona for a 
future parish. Within the next decade, 
area Catholics began as a community of 
faith. This community, part of St. Joseph 
Church in Des Moines, gathered for Mass 
and religious formation in the Methodist 
church, the American Legion Hall and 
the Masonic Temple. Ss. John and Paul 
Parish was formally established in 1983. 
The current parish hall, built in 1984, 
functioned for everything — worship, 
religious formation, social gatherings, 
meals, and parish events. 

The parish community continued to grow 
and flourish. In 1997, the parish began its 
“Celebrate 2000 Capital Campaign” for a 
faith formation center and a permanent 
worship space. By the hard work and 
sacrifices of parishioners, the new facilities 
took shape. In 2001, the Faith Development 
Center (FDC) opened in January, and in 
March Bishop Joseph Charron dedicated 
the worship space. 

The Challenge
Ss. John and Paul Parish has grown 
steadily, with parishioners from Altoona, 
Bondurant, Pleasant Hill, Mitchellville, 
Runnells and beyond. In 1983 the parish 
included 140 households; in 1990, 400 
households; and in 2016, more than 890 
households. 

By 2030, it will include nearly 1,300 
households — becoming one of the larger 
parishes in the Diocese. The worship space 
was constructed to accommodate future 
growth, but the FDC and parish hall are 
in need of expansion to accommodate the 
growing needs. The expanded facilities 
will support the parish commitment to 
life long growth in faith and Christian 
service to others. 

The Plan
Since 2012, the Pastoral Council and Finance 
Council have planned for SSJP into the next  
20-25 years, focusing on the faith formation 
needs, parish operations needs, and parish 
social needs of the growing parish. This 
long-range plan includes two phases: 

In 1983, the parish  

included 140 households; 

in 1990, 400 households 

— and now there are  

more than 890 households.

SSJP’s Long-Range Plan to 

phase 1: faith developmeNt ceNter
New 

youth 
miNistry  

room

New social room

iNfaNt  
room

childcare

double 
classrooms 

w/ partitioNs

UPdate & exPand Our Facilities



Phase II

Phase II focuses on the parish’s social needs and operational needs. 
The plan is to construct a 6,000-square-foot parish hall that can accommodate  
400 people for events like faith formation sessions, receptions, meals and  
other parish events. The new parish hall will include a new, larger kitchen.  
The cost of the new parish hall and kitchen is approximately $2.9 million. 

In addition, Phase II includes the renovation of the current parish hall  
and offices. The renovation will provide for office space and workroom,  
a hospitality and reception area, meeting rooms, and a music practice space.  
The cost for the renovation is approximately $350,000. 

Construction & renovation Costs of Phase II 

Construction of new parish hall and kitchen.......$2,900,000 

Renovation of current parish hall and offices .........$350,000 

total .................................................$3,250,000

Phase I 

For the faith formation 
needs of the parish, 
the Faith Development Center  
is undergoing renovation  
and expansion. This project  
is to be completed by the  
end of December. 

The funding for Phase I  
did not require major  
fundraising. It included:

Gifts and pledges  
to “Sharing god’s gifts,” 
the diocesan campaign 
.............................. $300,000

Savings and bequests 
.............................. $350,000

15-year loan ........... $350,000 

total .............$1,000,000 5
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2016-2019 

CaPItal appeal
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the CelebratIon  Goal

If the parish reaches the Celebration Goal, we can begin construction of 
our new parish hall and kitchen around the end of 2019. (The Diocese 
requires that the parish have all of the necessary funds pledged and 
50 percent collected before construction can proceed.)

OR

the allelUIa  Goal

If the parish reaches the Alleluia Goal, we can construct the new hall 
and kitchen and renovate the current hall and offices in 2019 and 2020. 

Current Funding Plan for Phase II:

Sharing God’s Gifts refunds  ..........................$150,000 
Parish savings and bequests  ..........................$350,000 
Long-term loan  ..........................................$1,000,000 
3-year Capital Appeal: 

Celebration Goal ...................................$1,400,000
Alleluia Goal .........................................$1,750,000

total FUndIng avaIlable ... $2,900,000-$3,250,000
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the steering committee for the Building Faith 
Campaign reviewed the results of the Fall 2015 
feasibility study, as well as past parish fundraising 
efforts and parish resources and budgeting. 

For the funding of Phase II, the steering committee  
has set TWO Capital Appeal goals: 

CelebratIon goal: $1,400,000

allelUIa goal: $1,750,000



What amount are we asking members to contribute  
to the Capital Appeal?

As we strive to be good stewards, we recognize that everything we have is a gift 
from God. We are guided by the biblical tradition of tithing, to give back to God 
the “first fruits” or “10 percent.” While the biblical standard is 10 percent, our 
feasibility study indicated that SSJP members are tithing just over 1 percent of 
their annual household income. 

Every family/household is asked to make a contribution for the Capital Appeal. 
SSJP encourages each household to prayerfully consider giving up to 5 percent of 
its annual income each year for the three years of the Capital Appeal. 

For those on fixed incomes, we ask that you consider a non-cash gift such as stocks, 
bonds, personal property, IRA’s, grain or other assets. If you are new to giving to 
SSJP Parish, we encourage you to prayerfully consider committing $5 or $10 a 
week or more to the Capital Appeal over three years.

We are seeking 100 percent participation in the Capital Appeal, therefore, whatever 
the amount you decide upon will be greatly appreciated. 

The chart below will assist you in determining how much to consider.

Where do We go from here?

Throughout our 33 years, SSJP has been blessed with generous 
members who dedicate their time, talent and treasure to the life  
of the parish. Since its beginning, members have stepped up  
and embraced every challenge and opportunity. Now we reach 
for the same level of commitment as the generations that have 
provided our current facilities. 7

What happens  
if we only reach our  
Celebration Goal  
of $1,400,000? 

We will not be able to do the 
renovations to the current parish 
hall and offices. We will have a 
couple of options available to us: 

Option #1: Extend the 3-year 
Capital Appeal by one year to make 
up the difference needed to also do 
the renovations to the parish hall 
and offices. 

Option #2: Consider conducting a 
second Capital Appeal at the end of 
this 3-year appeal with the intention 
to do the following in this order: 

1. Renovate the current parish  
hall and offices.

2. Pay down the debt we accrued  
from the construction of the  
new parish hall and kitchen. 

annual 
Income

Weekly 
pledge

monthly 
pledge

annual 
pledge

total  
3-year  
pledge

$20,000 $19 $83 $1,000 $3,000

$30,000 $29 $125 $1,500 $4,500

$40,000 $38 $167 $2,000 $6,000

$50,000 $48 $208 $2,500 $7,500

$60,000 $58 $250 $3,000 $9,000

$70,000 $67 $292 $3,500 $10,500

$80,000 $77 $333 $4,000 $12,000

$100,000 $96 $417 $5,000 $15,000

$125,000 $120 $521 $6,250 $18,750

$150,000 $144 $625 $7,500 $22,500

$200,000 $192 $833 $10,000 $30,000

5% gIvIng Chart 

Special Note: Your commitment to the 
Capital Appeal should not be at the expense  
of the Tithing Appeal. The Tithing Appeal 
supports the programs and ministries that  
promotes the faith formation of our children  
and adults and provides needed services  
within the community.  



Continuing our mission  
and ministries through  
your generous gifts of 
Time, Talent & Treasure

Each fall, parishioners are asked to commit 
to regular tithing, for the life and witness 
of the parish. The regular gifts and tithing 
contributions by members enable the parish  
to pay its bills and meet its budget. This year, 
the annual Tithing Appeal is combined with 
the Capital Appeal.

2017 

tIthIng 
appeal
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What is being asked of you today?

as a community of faith, we are called to be good  
stewards of god’s blessings to us. Our stewardship 
means we take seriously the biblical call to offer a  
portion of our blessings as thanksgiving back to god. 

With this in mind, we encourage you to pray about your  
financial commitments to the Capital Appeal and Tithing  
Appeal. This is a spiritual exercise for the parish, not merely  
a financial one. 

For each of us, this should begin with prayer. 

Please turn  
the page  
for more 
information  
about our  
Tithing  
Appeal.

Below are descriptions of our budget and operating 
expenses as well as how your generosity supports  
our ministries and outreach projects. 

2015-2016  fiNaNcial RepoRt

Faith Formation $239,283 — Contributions 
support salaries and benefits of faith 
formation staff, cover the costs of program 
supplies and educational materials, support 
service trips, youth ministry, Preschool 
Sunday School, VBS, RCIA, and sacramental 
preparation. There are more than 600 
persons registered for faith formation this 
season. Nearly 300 are students ranging 
from preschool through 12th grade. They 
will fill our Faith Development Center 
during Preschool Sunday School, JP Kidz 
for 3rd and 4th graders, ‘Tweens for 5th 
and 6th graders, Junior High and High 
School Youth Ministries. There are also 33 
preschoolers in child care. Your support of 
our intergenerational faith formation and 
youth ministry programs is essential to our 
parish mission. 

administration $186,582 — Your gifts 
support salaries and benefits including health 
and life insurance and continuing education 
for administrative staff. Parish staff supports 
the parish and its ministries during the day 
and many evenings and weekends. They 
are happy to connect you to our parish 
community.

ssjp program expenses in five primary areas: 

Buildings & grounds $104,306 — 
This includes all utilities of gas, electric, 
telephone, Internet, regular maintenance 
and repairs of buildings and also grounds 
care. Contracted services include snow 
removal, HVAC maintenance and regular 
cleaning. Volunteers help keep the 
costs down for snow removal, building 
maintenance and grounds care. These 
services help to provide a safe and clean 
environment for all.

catholic schools $93,918 — SSJP 
provides tuition assistance for 23 students 
and their families at St. Joseph School, 
two students at St. Luke School and 11 
students at Dowling Catholic High School, 
as well as funding for Dowling HS and 
the St. Joseph Educational Center.

music & liturgy $82,381 — Your gifts 
support compensation for our musicians 
and cover the costs of 700 music books, 
sound equipment, service for instruments, 
bread and wine, robes, flowers, palms, 
candles and other altar supplies. Our 
attention to detail provides a wonderful 
worship experience for all.

2015-2016 outreach & chrIstIan servIce
ssJp provided to family promise funds, volunteers and use of the fdc for families that are  
temporarily homeless. ssJp partnered with habitat for humanity to build a house in des moines  
and to support parishioners for a habitat build in el salvador. ssJp responded to many requests  
for emergency assistance and, as a covenant member, regularly supports caring hands outreach  
center. ssJp continues to support the sister water project of the franciscan sisters. 

$9,173
habitat for humanity

$5,000
family promise $4,169

public assistance

$2,900
caring hands

$2,000
sister water

$200,000

0

$400,000

$600,000

$700,000

budgeted 
iNcome 

$700,400

budgeted 
expeNses 
$745,000

actual 
iNcome 

$718,400

actual 
expeNses 

$688,400

Thanks to your generosity, income 
above expenditures was applied towards 
the Annual Diocesan Appeal shortfall 
and to the building fund. In FY ’15-
16, SSJP received $85,000 back from 
the Sharing God’s Gifts contributions 
(to date, SSJP has received a total of 
$335,000). In addition, parishioners 
made $15,000 in direct gifts to the 
building fund.

Recall the blessings God has bestowed 
on you. Know that these gifts are given 
to you, not only for your personal use, 
but to help promote the Kingdom of God.

Remember that our parish needs each  
of us to make commitments to ensure  
that our community of faith may continue 
to flourish. It is essential to provide  
for both current members and the ones 
who will follow us. 

Bear in mind that every gift, regardless  
of size, is an important contribution.

With members of your family, consider 
the effects of participating in the two 
appeals. To participate fully, your family 
may need to make sacrifices. 

As you pray, remember all who have 
made the sacrifices in the past to provide 
our spiritual home.
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What amount are we asking members  
to contribute to the Tithing Appeal?

As good stewards, we give to God out of gratitude. Every household 
is asked to tithe regularly as an expression of thanksgiving to God.

We are asking members to increase their current level  
of tithing, with a suggested goal of giving up to 5 percent  
of annual household income. As a growing parish we seek 
to better serve our membership and to reach out in love 
and service.

Once again, if you are new to giving to SSJP Parish, we encourage 
you to prayerfully consider committing $5 or $10 a week or more. 
If you are currently contributing to SSJP, thank you for your level of 
commitment.  We ask everyone to increase their regular gifts as an 
expression of thanksgiving to God.

We know this is a big sacrifice for many. We are looking at the long-
range impact this will have on the parish, as it must increase programs 
and ministries.  

The tithing chart below will guide you in an amount to consider.

annual 
household  

Income
1% tIthe  

annual/monthly
3% tIthe  

annual/monthly
5% tIthe 

annual/monthly

$20,000 $200/$17 $600/$50 $1,000/$83

$30,000 $300/$25 $900/$75 $1,500/$125

$40,000 $400/$33 $1,200/$100 $2,000/$167

$50,000 $500/$42 $1,500/$125 $2,500/$208

$60,000 $600/$50 $1,800/$150 $3,000/$250

$70,000 $700/$58 $2,100/$175 $3,500/$292

$80,000 $800/$67 $2,400/$200 $4,000/$333

$100,000 $1,000/$83 $3,000/$250 $5,000/$417

$125,000 $1,250/$104 $3,750/$313 $6,250/$521

$150,000 $1,500/$125 $4,500/$375 $7,500/$625

$200,000 $2,000/$167 $6,000/$500 $10,000/833

tIthIng aPPeal CommItment Chart

Commitment 
Weekend is

November 19-20

10
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WE ENCOuRAGE everyone 
TO MAKE A COMMITMENT  
TO SSJP’S CAPITAL & TITHING APPEALS. 

More than 80 parish volunteers have dedicated nearly four months  
of their time to our Building Faith Campaign. During this time, 
we have prayed, held meetings, read newsletters, and listened to fellow 
members share their faith at worship. now, with faith as our guide, 
it is time for each of us to make a financial commitment for the  
future of our spiritual home and community. 

To make a commitment, please complete the enclosed commitment card  
and bring it with you to Mass on Commitment Weekend, November 19-20. 
You may also use the enclosed return envelope and mail the card to the  
parish office prior to the November 19.

Know that your generous contributions to our church, regardless of the 
amount, will be greatly appreciated. 

Do we need to turn in  
a commitment card?  
Can’t we just contribute  
to the two appeals? 

It is very important to make a 
formal commitment by turning in 
a commitment card. This allows 
our parish leadership to plan 
more accurately and to budget 
appropriately. If you are unsure 
about the amount you will be able  
to contribute to the two appeals, 
please write down a modest number. 

When do our contributions  
to the two appeals begin?

We are encouraging members 
to begin their contributions by 
Jan. 1, 2017. Parishioners have 
several options in making their 
contributions: They can be made  
by check, by automatic bank 
withdrawal or with the convenient 
“We Share” option on our Web site. 

What happens if we can’t  
fulfill our commitment?

We understand that situations 
change and members may need to 
adjust their commitments to the 
campaign. You can change your 
commitment levels by contacting  
the parish office at any time.

What if we can’t make  
a commitment right now?

We strongly encourage you  
to complete a commitment card 
and return it with a note, explaining 
that you are not able to make a 
commitment at this time. (Receiving 
the completed card will help us  
to know that you’ve considered  
our request, and we will not send 
follow-up mailings or make reminder 
phone calls to you.)

Above: Sample of the commitment card we ask you to complete and bring  
to Mass during Commitment Weekend, November 19-20. 

Just a few benefits of participating in Building faith:

Your participation provides an opportunity to ponder,  
“how does god want to use me and my resources  
to help promote his kingdom?”

Involvement in the campaign gives us an opportunity  
to participate in our faith community and strengthen  
our connections with each other and our common faith. 

When members reap the benefits of this effort,  
each will feel a sense of accomplishment. 

Contributions are generally tax deductible. 

Making Your Commitment

SamPLE



Commitment Weekend 
november 19-20, 2016Building

Faith
Thank you to all the volunteers who have dedicated  
their time to our Building faith Campaign. 

Campaign  
ChairS
Allan & Diane Zadow

hOnOrary  
ChairS
Ina Merschman
Dick & Maggie Murphy 
Mary Winslow

Steering  
COmmittee
Karen Behrens
Marty DeDecker
Cicily Dennis
Fr. Tim Fitzgerald
Renae Grimes
Becky Horner
Amanda Huey
Carol Jackson
Carrie Jones
Garth Jones
Jack Kopecky
Karen Kopecky
Amy Kuhlers
Jo Ellen Latham
Rachelle Lorentzen
Rob McFarlane
 

David Ortega
Doris Peterson
Ron Peterson
Renee Scott
Vicki Sowden
Amy Underhill
Kelly Underhill
Jeff Vorwerk
Brian Wernimont
Sophie Wernimont
Alan Zadow
Diane Zadow

Spiritual  
FOrmatiOn  
team 
Cicily Dennis*
Carol Jackson*
Becky Criswell
Becky Stidfole
Leon Stidfole
Allan Zadow
Diane Zadow

A Special 
Thank You
We have enclosed a bookmark to thank you for prayerfully considering 
your investment in our faith community. When using it, please 
remember to pray for SSJP. 

Additionally, those who make a commitment to our Building 
Faith Campaign will receive a commemorative Christmas 
ornament which will have our campaign logo on one side 
and “Growing Our Community, Building in Faith, SSJP 
2016 ” on the other. 

puBliC  
relatiOnS 
team 
Amanda Huey*
Amy Underhill*
Kelly Underhill*
Larry Bice
Bill Ludwig
Sue Ludwig
Megan Schumacher
Amanda Underhill

DialOgue  
eventS  
team 
Jo Ellen Latham*
Jeff Vorwerk*
Katie Henry
Amy Kuhlers
Brian Wernimont

ChilDren  
& yOuth  
team 
Karen Behrens*
Renae Grimes*
Darlene Huberty
Tara Huberty
Tootie Mabie
Maureen Ryan

Calling  
team 
Rob McFarlane*
Renee Scott*
Kathy Barloon
Ken Barloon
Mark Dylo
Renae Grimes
Evelyn Johnson
Judy Kaster
Dennis Mabie 
Tootie Mabie
Mary O’Brien

thankS &  
reCOgnitiOn  
team 
Becky Horner*
Vickie Sowden*
Darin Bennigsdorf
Joanne Hintz
Dennis Mabie
Karen Rees
Sophie Wernimont

* Denotes team leaders

1401 1st Avenue South 
Altoona, Iowa 50009 

(515) 967-3796 
ssjohnpaul@ssjohnpaul.org 

www.ssjohnpaul.org

Saints John & Paul Parish


